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Students will explore western cultural ideas and differences through research, discussion, and presentation. The goal is
- to deepen students’ understanding of western culture and to help them find research topics for their Senior—year
E*‘D graduation thesis.
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Tl This course gives students the chance to research and explore a wide variety of topics related to cultural
E*ﬁ compar isons between western and Japanese cultures. Students should be prepared to do individual and group
"™ |work, online research, presentations in English, and to participate in discussions about cultural topics
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e . . . Instructor explains course objectives. Students discuss |Group
#1E Introduction and Orientation information learned in spring semester in groups. discussions
. ~ . Students will discuss what they know about music and learn Group
g2 Summer strut - music culture about Western music culture and the roots of music styles. discussions
. . Students will discuss Japanese autumn events and learn about Group
#3E Harvest festivals American harvest festivals and Hal loween activities in groups. |discussions
Students will continue to discuss western autumn events and Group
%4 |Harvest festivals & Hal loween learn about American harvest festivals and Halloween activities di .
B iscussions
in groups.
5@ Student presentations about Student groups share information about a Western Harvest Presentation
- Western Harvest Festivals Festival of their choice.
- - Students will learn about religions around the world and Presentation
%6/ Wor Id Religions discuss religious histories and cultural differences. Summary Due
7@ Wor Id Religions Students will learn about religions around the world and |Group
- g discuss religious histories and cultural differences. discussions
. L Students will learn about religions around the world and Group
%8 MWorId Religions discuss religious histories and cultural differences. discussions
e . . Students will research a western religion and prepare a |Group
$59M |Poster presentation preparation poster to use in a poster presentation. discussions
kk]OE]Student poster presentations about | Students share information about a World Religion Poster
= Wor Id Religions creating a poster to be posted for public viewing. Presentation
. : . Students will experience cooking traditional Western meal Experiential
g 11[E Western cooking experience appropriate to the season. Final Research paper explained. learning
kk]ZE]Western year—-end hol iday Students will learn about Western end-of-year holiday Presentation
= celebrations celebrations and discuss differences in groups. Summary Due
e . Students will discuss Japanese sports culture in groups |Group
%13E Western winter sports culture and learn about Western winter sports cultures. discussions
-14E]World Cultural Personal Students will learn about the professor’s experiences in |Group
= Experiences other cultures around the world. discussions
e Senior Graduation Research Poster [Students must participate in HiroGaku's Senior graduation Research Paper
15[ . ; ; . due by end of
Presentation Attendance research poster prsentation event for their final class. semeseter
ﬁﬂﬁ Student presentations (content, English accuracy, and presentation style graded using a rubric): (2 X 20 pts:
Tk 40pts) 40%; Research paper (10 pages long about a topic of Western Gulture; it will be graded on content and
RU > A ; .
o English accuracy using a scoring rubric): 40%; Homework, classroom, and English Department cultural event
g% participation: 20%
ome Missed assignments should be submitted before the following class; the student is responsible for submitting
B missed assignments. Students will be asked to use their smartphones for class assignments every week
=a7% Pre-class reading materials and assignments should be completed and understood before coming to class
%15 Expected preparation time: 90 mins. per day.
There is no assigned textbook; the professor will provide handouts and materials. Students must have access
gigﬁg to a smartphone or notebook computer for classrooom activities, reviewing materials and submitting
s=z assignments via Teams. Students may participate in an intercultural collaboration, so a smartphone and
computer are required
e+ Students must attend scheduled classes and must submit drafts and work according to the professor’ s
HER

requirements. Students should inform the professor PRIOR to absences whenever possible




